JACKSON, Miss.—Enthusiastic and encouraging support was given to Belhaven College here, as 
the college began its $1,500,000 development program, a long-range plan. 

Pictured above are Dr. Moody McDill, Dr. Guy Snavely, Rex I. Brown, W. Calvin Wells IIL Hon. 
HL. White, Stuart Irby, Dr. John R. Miller, Marvin Callum and Dr. McFerran Crowe. 
e Governor Hugh L. White, only living member of Belhaven’s original Board of Trustees still active, 
turned the first spade of dirt at the proposed site of the new $340,000 science building. 
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EDITORIAL 


Needed, a Long-Range 
Policy Based on Right— 
Not Expediency 


Unless our thinking is dominated by the 
restrictions of partisan politics (and this should 
never be the case with Christians), we are con- 
fronted not so much with the military implica- 
tions of the Eisenhower policy for the Middle 
East as we are with the far deeper one of 
whether our nation is prepared for the moral 
implications involved. 


America is deeply and rightly concerned that 
the fabulous oil reserves of the Middle East 
shall not fall into the hands of Russia, thereby 
greatly increasing Communism’s potential for 
war. There is also the more mundane considera- 
tion of keeping that oil under the control of 
the West for peaceful economic pursuits. 


For these two basic reasons it is suggested 
that we take the calculated risk of war as a 
deterrent to the potential catastrophe of losing 
that area to Communistic control. 


We believe this risk is justified. Our only 
regret is that we have not been as forthright 
in many other parts of the world. 


But the underlying problem for America is 
not so much the willingness to face war as 
the serious question whether we are conducting 
our domestic and foreign affairs on other than 
a basis of expediency. We are willing to risk 
war for oil and its involved implications, but 


we are consistently continuing to vascillate on 


matters of far deeper import. 


Let us face this frankly: We have exercised 
the strongest pressures on France and Britain 
to withdraw from the Suez area. We even talk 
of sanctions against Israel because of their re- 
luctance to withdraw from the Gaza strip and 
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the Sinai areas where they have been subjected 


to constant harrassments. 


What about Russia in Hungary? Why have 
we not exerted even greater pressures against 
this center of the hydra-headed monster of 
world Communism? We have even sat by in 
the United Nations while Russia has hypo- 
critically demanded sanctions against Israel. 


There is a serious question whether we are 


at this time exhibiting anything other than a | 
general policy based on expediency. If this is | 


the case there is little cause for optimism for 
the future. 


It is our conviction that we need a full-dress 


debate from which partisan politics are com- | 


pletely divorced. The object of this debate to 
be to establish a policy based on righteousness. 
Nothing would do more to clarify the world 
situation and to give heart to those who long 
for freedom and justice, in the free world, and 
also in the Communist areas. 


The continuing vascillations, the double-stan- 


dard in vogue both inside and outside the | 


United Nations, the rising influence of Moslem 
statesmen, all combine to make such an affirma- 
tion of paramount importance. 


Only America is in a position to take such 


_a stand. Only here are there a sufficient num- 


ber of free and independent men who still | 


give a semblance of allegiance to the Christian 
ethic to make such an affirmation a reality. 


The developments which range across our 
vision with such rapidity make it imperative 
that we stop living by a day-to-day policy and 
establish certain principles which make our 
policy self-evident, not only next week but in 
the months to come. 


At present we do not have such a policy. 
L.N.B. 
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It’s a Battle 


In the parable of the sower and the seed 
our Lord has given us abundant evidence of 
the pitfalls which lie before all who hear the 
Gospel message. There is no reason for smug 
complacency, for the devices of Satan are just 
as subtle and just as real today as they have 
ever been. There is no reasen to think that 
the four kinds of ground described by our 
Lord do not exist today; they do. 


The indifferent and inattentive have the 
word snatched from their heart before it makes 
any impression. 


The superficial and shallow, possibly the more 
exuberant “converts,” when confronted with af- 
fliction or persecution for their new-found faith 
feel that it is not worth standing up for and 
hastily reject it for a more comfortable place 
among those who prefer the plaudits of man 
to the approval of God. 


The third group - how dangerous the situa- 
tion in which they find themselves! Here we 
have the obstacles, the enticements, the illusions 
of this world combining to blunt and then 
deaden one’s Christian profession and testimony. 


Who escapes the “cares of this world’? They 
are about us and press in on us daily. Some 
ef them are trite, some are overpowering in 
their impact and but for the sustaining pres- 
ence of the living Christ they can divert our 
minds and hearts and turn us away from Him. 


The ‘“‘deceittulness of riches’ is not a danger 
peculiar to those endowed with much of this 


world’s goods. An inordinate desire for ma-_ 


terial things is an ever recurring temptation. 
Covetousness can eat like a cancer into the 
liber of one’s life and our Lord lists it for 
what it is — a deadly danger. | 


The lusts of other things — the diversions, 
the time-consuming activities, the permitting of 
anything to usurp Christ’s: rightful place be- 
comes a snare which chokes out the things of 
the spirit and the end result is unfruitfulness as 
a Christian. 


Living as a Christian in a hostile world and 
amidst the temptations and distractions of the 
polite paganism which is a. characteristic of 
our generation — and probably has been char- 


acteristic of every generation — means that we 
are in the midst of an unending battle. 


But what of those who do succeed; of those 
who by the grace of God run their course with 
patience and with success? Our Lord tells us 
that they hear the word and go on to receive 
it, having it become a transforming experience 
and the basis of their outlook on life, going on 
to bring forth fruit for His glory. 


There may be unlimited debate as to what 
constituted all of the fruits to which Christ 
refers but they certainly include the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit: love, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. 


Self-examination can be a healthy exercise. 
Has the Gospel been received into our hearts 
to the place where we know these fruits of 
God’s living presence can be seen? Has our 
profession of faith been translated into a re- 
ligion of action? In proclaiming our faith are 
we at the same time demonstrating good works? 


Sit down and read the first twenty-five verses 
of the fourth chapter of Mark’s Gospel. We 
know we have heard the Gospel. Is it accom- 
plishing in our lives that which Christ in- 


tended? 
L.N.B. 


Chevalier de l’Ordre 
de Leopold II 


‘The above is the title of a decoration recently 
conferred upon two Southern Presbyterians “for 
Meritorious Service’ in the Congo by the King 
of Belgium. 


They are Rev. and Mrs. Carroll R. Stegall, 
Sr., now of Black Mountain. Mr. Stegall is pas- 
tor of the Friendship Presbyterian Church of 
Black Mountain. 


Forty-two years ago, as bride and bridegroom 
(he was 24) this young couple answered the 
call to the Congo Mission. Stegall was a lay- 
man, but he had technical knowledge that was 
needed and he installed at Luebo the first 
“wireless” broadcasting station, through which 
instant inter - mission - station communication 
could be established. Radio was only in its 
infancy at the time. The Stegalls performed 
almost indispensable service to the Mission for 
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eight years; then returning to America on fur- 
lough he was licensed to the ministry by “ex- 
traordinary process” and the couple returned 
to the Congo as full fledged missionaries, giv- 


ing themselves without stint to most valuable 


service for 27 more years. 


This was not only a successful soul-winning 
effort, but their services were recognized by the 
Belgian government as of empire building value, 
and has now been signalized with the above 
decoration. 


Hungarians Fight for Freedom 
By Rev. James O. Reavis, D.D. 


We have come to the day when the rulers 
of Russia seem to have proved that they are 
the products of materialistic evolution. ‘They 


have tortured and slain thousands of Hun- | 


garians who gave their lives in “their last full 
measure of devotion to freedom.” 


The Russians’ invasion of Hungary by brute 
force and beastly cruelty, remind us of a car- 
toon which “depicts an ape squatting among 
the topmost branches of a tall tree underneath 
which men are fighting” to enforce their un- 
just aggression. The cartoonist would have 
us imagine that we hear the ape’s “Sardonic 
Comment”: “Thank God evolution missed me!”’ 


The courageous Hungarians have not died 
in vain. They have dealt a heavy blow to 
Communism and to its “diabolical ideology of 
hate, fear, and intellectual perversion—designed 
to impoverish the minds of men and to gnaw 
at their souls.” 


“Faith,” we are told, “is not belief in spite 
of evidence; it is life in scorn of consequence.” 
“Try to imagine a world in which no one chose 
to die for God's sake.” 


In our day when war is an obsession in the 
minds of men in many nations, who devote 
much time, energy and wealth preparing for 
it — the followers of Christ are comforted and 
strengthened by the assurance that the ‘Lord 
reigneth” and that the “earth will rejoice” when 
He subdues the world to His righteous will. 


Then too, true Christians have confidence in 
the divine plan for the redemption of the world. 
Jesus gave to His disciples an outline of this 
plan and of God’s program for the nations. In 
Matthew 24: 6-14, we read the words of Jesus 
spoken to His disciples from which we quote: 
“And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; 
see that ye be not troubled; for all of these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not 
yet. For nation shall rise against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences and earthquakes in 
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divers places. And this gospel of the Kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations and then shall the end come.” 


In Micah 5:1-7 the people of God are given 
the prophet’s inspired vision of what shall come 
to pass in the “latter days.” Micah envisaged 
“one world of justice, law and peace.” 


“And,” says Micah, “many nations shall come 
and say: Come and let us go up to the moun. 
tain of the Lord, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths, for the law shall 


go forth out of Zion, and the word of the Lord 


from Jerusalem.” “And he shall judge among 
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar 
off, and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks; na. 
tion shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” “But 
they shall sit every man under his vine and 


under his fig tree; and none shall make them 


afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hat 


spoken.” 


“In that day,” says the Lord, “I will assemble 
the lame, and gather those who have _ been 


driven away, and those whom I have afflicted: F 
and the lame I will make the remnant; andf 


those who were cast off, a strong nation: And 
the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion 
from this time forth and forevermore.” 


True Liberty 


“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 


shall make you free.”—John 8:32. 


Lord, thank Thee for an easy yoke, 
And for a burden light. 

All service for Thee is not hard, 
But always pure delight. 


Thy will, O Lord, Thy will supreme 

Is ever joy to him 

Who holds the vision clear and strong— 
Thy promise ne’er grows dim. 


Who loves Thee, Lord, knows more and more 


The meaning “to be free”; 
And drawn by Thee from slavish sin 
Finds truth and liberty. 


—R. Ross Parkhill 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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The Person And Natures Of Christ 


By The Rev. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 
University of Mississippi 


In 1648 the English Parliament, “after advice 
had with the Assembly of Divines by authority 
of Parliament sitting at Westminster,” declared, 
among other things, that in Jesus Christ “two 


| whole, perfect and distinct natures, the God- 


head and the manhood, were inseparably joined 
together in one person, without conversion, 
composition, or confusion.” Almost twelve cen- 
turies before, on 22 October A. D. 451, in re- 
sponse to a summons by Emperor Marcian and 
Pope Leo the Great, six hundred bishops, meet- 


ing at Chalcedon in Asia Minor, had confessed 


Jesus Christ as “truly God and truly man, of 
a rational soul and body: consubstantial with 
the Father according to the Godhead and con- 
substantial with us according to the manhood 

; in two natures, unconfusedly, un- 
changeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the dis- 
tinction of natures being by no means taken 


away by the union, but rather the property of. 


each nature being preserved, and concurring 
in one Person and one Subsistence . . . ” 


Thus, adherents of the Westminster Confes- 


sion of Faith, which emanated from one of the 


peaks of the period of Protestant Scholasticism, 


hands with their Oriental and Latin 


brethren in proclaiming the historic belief of 
Christendom respecting the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In our proud era marred by the 
revival of old bigotries, it is salutary to be 
reminded that while there are differences 


between classical Protestantism — Lutheran, 


Anglican, Reformed — and the Eastern and 
papal churches, there are also far more simi- 
larities than are usually remembered. It is even 
more salutary when we recall that on such es- 
sential doctrines as the Holy Trinity and the 
Person of the Lord, historic Christianity is at 
one whether it is taught from Constantinople, 
Rome, Wittenberg, Canterbury, or Geneva. 


The definition achieved at Chalcedon and 
repeated at Westminster was reached only after 
a series of heresies concerning the Lord. With 
many ingenious refinements there had been 
those who taught that He was God simply ap- 
pearing as man in phantom form; others, that 
He was only a man who in some measure and 
manner became God. Either position or any 
of their many manifestations, ancient or mod- 
ern, is a denial of the Incarnation, and there- 
fore of the Atonement and Resurrection, as well 
as ultimately of the testimony of Scripture and 
the faith of the church. It is, no less significant- 
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He rose from the grave. 


ly, a denial of our salvation, a repudiation of 
the possibility or the necessity of redemption. 


No one claims, of course, that the Chalce- 
donian formula exhausts the answer to the 
question, “What think ye of Christ? (Matt. 
22:42) .” Nor does anyone suppose that it can 
never be rephrased. But it has weathered the 
test of time. It protects the true humanity of 
the Lord: He was conceived, born; He ate, 
drank, wearied, slept, suffered, died. It also 
preserves His true Deity: before all worlds He 
was, His birth of the Blessed Virgin was mirac- 
ulous, He forgave sins, He raised the dead, and 
The Lord is both 
God and man in two distinct natures for ever. 
But He is no monster, a double or a middle 
being; He is one Person. As Pope Leo I so 
aptly expressed it: “The selfsame One Who 
is true God is also true man, and there is no 
deception in this unity. For in it the lowliness 
of man and the majesty of God pervade each 
other perfectly Since the two natures 
constitute only one Person, we read on one 
hand that the Son of man came down from 
heaven (John 3:13) . . ., and on the other 
that God’s Son was crucified (Matt. 27:54, Mark 
15:39) . . .” The Incarnation, Atonement, 
and Resurrection were therefore real occur- 
rences; the witness of Scripture is true; and we 
sinners, who need to be saved, can be saved 
and both have been and are being saved. 


This formula, implicit in the Bible and Apos- 
tolic tradition, carefully wrought out in suc- 
cessive councils of the ancient church, chanted 
throughout the Middle Ages (in the Athanasian 
Creed) as a paean of praise, reaffirmed during 
the Reformation, still stands as the official be- 
lief of the vast majority of the churches of 
Christendom. Indeed, together with the doc- 
trine of the Holy Trinity, to which it is in- 
timately related, it is the essential dogma of 
Christianity. From it there may be and have 
been derived certain useful and instructive an- 
alogies. For example, the Bible also has two 
aspects, the human and the divine, and neither 
may be stressed to the exclusion of the other. 
The sacraments, too, have the same aspects, 
and as the First Scots Confession asserts (spell- 
ing modernized) , “we utterly damn the vanity 
of those who affirm sacraments to be nothing 
else but naked and bare signs . . . And 


therefore whosoever slanders us that we affirm 


or believe sacraments to be naked and bare 
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signs does injury to us and speaks against the 


manifest truth.” 


Similarly the social organism which we call 
the “state” has a certain twofoldness as well 
as unity. See the subtle distinctions involved 
in such texts as Mark. 12:17 (Matt. 22:21), 
Rom. 13:1-7, I Pet. 2:17, and Rev. 19:16, as 
well as in the great imperial acclamation, 
“Christ reigns, Christ conquers, Christ com- 
mands.” Although a thoroughly secular and at- 
tenuated variation on the Chalcedonian formula, 
the now famous quip of Defense Secretary 


Charles E. Wilson is also worth recalling: 


“What is good for the country 1s good for Gen- 


eral Motors, and what’s good for General Motors 
is good for the country.” (Either half of that 
remark may be untrue, and it is often so mis- 
quoted, but the full statement is undeniable.) 


Still further, the church is both the body of 
Christ (Eph. 1:22,23) and an assembly of frail 
human beings (e.g., I Cor. 14:23). All of these 


— Bible, sacraments, “state,” church — are 
but faint reflections of the Divine and human 
natures in the one Person of Jesus Christ. Thus 
a doctrine which might, at a superficial glance, 
appear to be a violation of an inscrutable mys. 
tery has ramifications which affect us in our 
everyday life. It is indeed a mystery that can 
never be fully comprehended, but it does ex. 
press the tremendous fact that (as Philip. Schaff 
has said) “in Christ all contradictions are rec- 
onciled.” 


Apart therefore from the inherent truth of 
the formula, we, signers of the Westminster 
Standards, may rejeice that we are in concord 
with God’s church in all ages, not merely since 
the sixteenth century, but Oriental, Roman, and 
Reformed, when we repeat: “The only Re- 
deemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who being the eternal Son of God became man, 
and so was, and continueth to be, God and man, 
in two distinct natures, and one person for 
ever.” 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, February 24, John 14:1-7. Jesus knew 
how much His disciples desired to be with Him 
(13:33,37). Thus when He told them He was 
leaving (vv.1-2), He also told them that they 
would see Him and be with Him again (v.3). 
Despite the disciples’ loyalty, they were still 
appallingly ignorant of Christ and His min- 
istry (13:36; 14:5,8). How elementary were the 
questions of Thomas (v.5) and Phillip (v.8)! 
Upon what basis should Phillip have known 
who Jesus was (vv.9-11)? Notice in v.4 that 
Jesus seemed to have assumed that Thomas 
already knew what he went on to ask in v.5. 
Observe that Jesus answered each question sim- 
ply, fully, and gently, without anger or impa- 
tience (vv.6-7,9-11). Thus Jesus deals with all 
who love Him and come to Him needing guid- 
ance, help, strength or forgiveness. 


Monday, February 25, Matthew 5:43-48. The 
Pharisees had twisted the judicial principle of 
v.38 to make it include the realm of daily con- 
duct, and had added the phrase, “and hate 
your enemies” (v.43) to the Golden Rule 
(Leviticus 19:18). What principles did Jesus 
lay down for the social conduct of His follow- 
ers (vv.39-42,44-46) ? How did these contrast 
with the concepts of the Pharisees (vv.38,46- 
47)? Jesus taught that the Christian’s behavior 
was not to be modeled after man’s standards 
(v.20) but God’s (v.48). Did Jesus fulfill the 
principles of conduct He taught in His own 
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life? Only as Christ lives in you can you keep 
His precepts in your own life (John 15:4-5). 

Tuesday, February 26, Luke 8:34-39. Draw 
«a mental picture from vv.27 and 29 of the piti- 
ful condition of Legion. Contrast this picture 
with his appearance after he came to_ Jesus 
(vv.35-36). Verse 29 reveals the helplessness 
of all human efforts to deal with Legion’s con- 
dition. Notice his actions as a result of what 
Christ did for him (vv.38-39). What attitude 
toward Christ did the herdsmen manifest (vv.34- 
37a)? What does the fact that Christ left when 
they asked him to leave (v.37b) indicate of 
the way in which He deals with people? A per- 
son’s attitude toward Christ is often determined 
by the extent to which Christ has met a need 
in that person’s life. Do you witness to others 
of the way in which Christ has met the needs 
in your life? 

Wednesday, February 27, Philippians 4:8-9. 
Paul had learned certain spiritual truths which 
produced the joy of the Lord in his heart. Read 
2:3-8; 3:7-9; 4:4-7,11-13 for the secret of his 
joy. What was his attitude toward other Chris- 
tians (2:3-4)? toward Christ (3:7-8)? toward 
his circumstances . (4:11-12)? toward his prob- 
lems (4:4-7) ? List the adjectives in v.8 that de- 
scribe the things the Christian should think 
about. Would Paul’s attitudes, as revealed in 
the above passages, have caused him to think 
the thoughts of v.8? Paul told his readers that 
if they would emulate what they saw in Him, 
they would have genuine peace (v.9). Was 


he being egotistical, or simply bearing the tes- 


timony to what God had done in his heart? 

Could someone emulate your attitudes in these 

areas and have God’s joy spring up in his life? 
(Continued on Page 16) 
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_ Background Scripture: Matthew 14:1 - 16:12 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 24 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Of The Times 


Devotional Reading: Romans 2:6-16 


The Pharisees claimed that they wanted a “sign from heaven.” Jesus Himself, His Life, and 
words and works, was the greatest and plainest sign that could be furnished. Paul, in Romans 2:16 


speaks of the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ. Even while here a 
certain sort of “judgment” was taking place. People were being divided 


into two groups; the 


Pharisees, scribes and chief priests on one side, and His disciples on the other, while many among 


the multitude seemed to be “between the two 
sides,” partly convinced, but hesitating; at one 
moment inclined to follow, at another, to stone 
and crucify Him. 


Our Background Scripture contains a good 
many incidents which reveal the nature of the 
times in which Jesus lived. These incidents 
become “signs” to those who can see beneath 
the surface, not only of those times, but of our 
times also. Turn with me now to these inci- 
dents. 


I. John the Baptist Beheaded; 14:1-12. 


Herod had a conscience which was troubling 
him. When he heard cf the fame of Jesus, he 
said, This is John the Baptist: he is risen from 
the dead. Then Matthew proceeds to give us 
the account of the death of John. It is a fa- 
miliar story with a variety of lessons. It is a 


“sign” of the times in which Jesus lived; a time | 


when weak and wicked men were on the throne, 
and in places of authority; men like Herod and 
Pilate. They were symbols of a great Empire 
which was full of corruption. 


The times in which we live are similar. As 
I write these words we are in the midst of 
awful happenings in the Middle East and in 
Europe, in Hungary and Poland. Wicked rulers 
and plotters are keeping the world in turmoil 
and strife. Many men as innocent as John are 
being killed and exiled. Can we read these 


“signs of the times’’? 


I]. The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
(and Four): 14:13-21; 15:32-39. 


In both cases we have a hungry multitude. 
Their hunger was physical, but beneath this 
hunger of the body was a deeper need of the 
soul. They were unconscious of this need. If 
you will read the account of the feeding of the 
live thousand as recorded by John and _ the 
sermon which Jesus preached the next day, you 
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will see that Jesus was trying to arouse a hun- 
ger of heart. He preached on the text; Labor 
not for the food that perishes but for the food 
that endures unto life eternal, and presented 
Himself as the Bread of Life which would sat- 
isfy that deeper need and hunger. They were 
ready to take Him by force and make Him a 
King because He fed their bodies, but when 
He spoke of soul hunger, even His disciples 
said, This is a hard saying; who can hear it? 


III. Jesus Walking on the Water: 14:22-36. 


Three pictures in one! A ship on a stormy 
sea; a. Saviour Who can walk on the angry 
waves; a man with little faith! Read the story 
and see the pictures. Transfer the whole scene 
to our day and make the picture symbolical 
and it fits perfectly. Our “sea” is as stormy as 
the Sea of Galilee was on that night. Jesus is 
still the Master of the sea. We have a little 
faith, but not enough to carry us through and 
we cry for help. Is not this lack of faith a 
“sign” of our times? 


IV. Clean Hands or Clean Hearts: 15:1-20. 


The scribes and Pharisees came to Jesus with 
one of their trivial complaints and questions: 
Why do Thy disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders? for they wash not their hands 
before they eat bread. This question reveals 
the extent of the religion of these leaders of 
the Jews. It was a religion of washed hands 
and did not go beneath the surface. Jesus shows 
them their hypocrisy. Which is more important? 
a tradition of elders, or a commandment of 
God? While strictly observing a trifling tra- 
dition they were breaking one of the Ten Com- 
mandments. Then He proceeds to make plain 
to his disciples what really defiles a man. It 
is not unwashed hands, but unwashed hearts. 
Out of the heart of man proceed all these 
awful things which defile a man. 
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This “sign of the times” hardly needs explana- | 


tion; it is too plain. Our generation is seeking 
to make a “New World” by washing hands in- 
stead of hearts. It is rather impatient with 
those of us who insist that we must go deeper. 
The only way to change the world is to change 
men’s hearts and lives. It is from wicked, un- 
washed hearts that all these jealousies and 
hatreds arise which are defiling men and the 
world. The more you scrub a dirt floor the 
muddier it gets. We are busy scouring the dirt 
floor when the real need is for a new floor; 
Except men are “born again” we will never have 
a new world. 


V. The Woman of Canaan; 15:21-31. 


This woman exhibited a remarkable humility 
and faith. Jesus rebuffed her at first by not 
answering her, and when the disciples suggested 
sending her away, He said, I am not sent but 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. She 
persisted, however, and came and worshipped 
Him, saying, Lord, help me. When He replied, 
It is not meet to take the children’s bread and 
cast it to dogs, instead of becoming insulted 
or offended, she replied, Truth Lord: yet the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master’s table. ‘Then Jesus said, O woman, great 
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And her daughter was made whole from that 
very hour. | 


We find great faith, persevering, humble 
faith, sometimes, in unusual people. This 
woman is an example. Jesus drew out her faith, 
tested it, and then commended her very highly. 
I feel sure that there was something in- His 
manner and tone of voice that encouraged her. 
Today, we find great faith in people of other 
races who have not had the advantages of peo- 
ple of our land. This woman could well have 
been a “sign” to the scribes and Pharisees of 
her time, and also a sign to us in America. 
Women of other races will rise up in the judg- 
ment and condemn the women of America. 


VI. Seeking a Sign: 16:1-4. 


The Pharisees and Sadducees came and 
tempting Him desired Him that He would 
Show them a sign from heaven. We are not 
told as to the nature of this sign which they 
pretended to want. They had seen innumer- 
able “signs.” The healing of the sick; the feed- 
ing of the five thousand and the four thousand, 
which are among the most astonishing of all 
His many miracles. What more could they wish? 
He used a simple illustration to show them how 
blind they were. They could read the signs 
in the sky which told them what sort of weather 
to expect. (And, by the way, these are still 
the best of signs.) They could not, because 
they would not, believe the signs which proved 
that He was the Son of God and their long- 
expected Messiah. It was the most unreason- 
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able kind of unbelief. Is it any wonder that 
He described them as hypocrites? 


The sign of the prophet Jonah was this: As 
Jonah was in the fish three days and _ three 
nights, so He would be in the heart of the 
earth. In other words, His resurrection would 
be the greatest of all signs. We see, however, 
that even His resurrection was not believed 
by many of these very scribes and Pharisees, 
and Sadducees. (See chapter 12:39 for more 
about Jonah). 


VII. The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees: 
5-42. 

In Mark 8:15 Jesus mentions the leaven of 
Herod. What is this leaven against which He 
so solemnly warns His disciples? The Jews had 
these three classes of people, and while they 
hated each other, they often combined to ob- 
struct and criticize the work of Jesus. We might 
sum up their teaching in three words: Formal- 
ism, standing for the Pharisees; Unbelief, or 
Unitarianism, for the Sadducees; and _ world- 
liness, for the Herodians. The Pharisees were 
externalists; the Sadducees were skeptics; the 
Herodians were a political party as well as 
religious. These three kinds of doctrine have 
been the ruin of many churches. Large sec- 
tions of the church have only a “form of god- 
liness,’” without any spiritual power. 


Unbelief, in the form of Unitarianism has 
sapped the life-blood out of another large part 
of the church. Worldliness, or the union of 
state and church, has caused the church to 
degenerate into a mere social club. One of 
the ‘signs of our times” is Modernism, which 
is as old as the church and has been its curse 
in all ages. A church which is saturated with 
these forms of ‘“leaven’’ cannot witness for 
Christ in a world that needs the simple and 
powerful Gospel in all its purity. 


Just a word or two in regard to the general 
subject: “Signs of the Times.” We are warned 
not to try to set a date for the Second Coming 
of Christ. This should not keep us from being 
interested in present day “signs” of His coming. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 
.. . Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copie 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader $2.26 Fourth Reader ..............88.25 
Second Reader ..............$2.50 Fifth Reader $3.50 
Third Reader $2.75 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS. Dept. SP-28 Rowan, Iowa 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 24 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Knowing What We Believe And 


Scripture: I Peter 3:8-16. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
“How Firm A Foundation”’ 
“Stand Up! Stand Up For Jesus!” 


- Suggestions for the Program Leader: 


(It will be advisable to invite an adult who 
is well informed about the Scriptures and the 
teachings of the church to lead the discussion 
for this program. Likely prospects for such a 


| leader are ministers, D.C.E.s, and Adult Advisors. 


You will need copies of the Shorter Catechism 


_ together with Scripture proofs. Ask the minis- 


ter where to find them. Since you will be ask- 


' ing for suggestions from the young people, it 


will be helpful to have a blackboard on hand 
for listing the ideas and definitions they give.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 


This is the third of a series of programs in 


which we have been discussing the witness we 


should bear as Christians. One very effective 
way of bearing witness is being able to tell in 
clear and simple terms just exactly what we 
believe. It is always impressive to hear a per- 
son testify to his faith in convincing words. On 
the other hand, a person weakens his testimony 
no matter how sincere is his devotion, if he is 
not able to give some expression to his convic- 
tions. | 


The first requirement for expressing our faith 
is that we have some definite convictions to 
express. We must know what we believe and 
have some understanding before we can speak 
of our faith very convincingly. There can be no 
witness without convictions, and there can be 
no convictions without knowledge. 


We are not responsible for creating our own 
beliefs out of imagination. Our beliefs should 
come through the acceptance of facts which 
we receive from a reliable source. The Bible 
is our source of truth. We trust its authority 
and we believe what it says. It is not enough, 


however, just to believe that what the Bible . 


Says is true without actually knowing what it 
teaches. We must know and understand what 
is taught in Scripture. 
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Knowing How To Express It” 


The Bible is not a book of clear-cut theolog- 
ical definitions. We form our spiritual defini- 
tions, the articles of our belief, by bringing to- 
gether various passages of Scripture which throw 
light on the same subject. That is what the 
doctrinal standards of our Presbyterian Church 
attempt to do. The men who wrote the Con- 
fession of Faith and the catechisms of our church 
set out to make a systematic statement of what 
the Bible teaches about God and man. In all 
matters of faith and conduct the Scriptures are 
our final and highest authority. 


These doctrinal standards of our church (the 
larger and Shorter Catechisms and the Confes- 
sion of Faith) were written by very scholarly 
men more than three hundred years ago. Some- 
times when we read their words for ourselves 
we realize that their age and their scholarship 
makes them hard to understand. That which 
is difficult to understand is even more difficult 
to explain. With the help of our guest leader 
(the minister or some other) we want to look 
at some of the answers of the Shorter Catechism, 
comparing them with the Scripture passages 
from which they were taken. In this way we 
can come to a clearer understanding of what 
the Scripture teaches and consequently a clearer 
understanding of our beliefs. Then, let us try 
to rephrase these Biblical truths in our own 
words. When we can do this, we shall be able 
to bear clear and convincing testimony to our 
faith. | 


(It is suggested that for this program you 
consider questions 4-6 of the catechism on the 
nature of God, and questions 21-28 on the nature 
of Christ.) 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
$2.00 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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Helps for Circle Bible Study — 
for March 


Nationalism versus Internationalism 


By Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D. 
Marion, N. C. 

The theme assigned for -March ts “National- 
ism versus Internaticnalism” or a_ study of 
“Citizenship Loyalties.” Let us approach this 
study by considering the principles of the Found- 
ing Fathers ef cur nation. Their conception as 
written into the Constitution of the United States 
is a worthy commentary on the Christian view- 
point and deserves special attention, for they 
were God-fearing men who honored the light 


cf God’s Word, and our citizenship is held under 


the government they founded. 


The godly men who framed the Constitution 
carefully defined our multiple citizenship loyal- 
ties and made it clear that there are basic loyal- 
ties which are properly due to the particular 
State in which we live, and at the same time 
without any contlict there are other fundamental 
loyalties due to the nation, and they also recog- 
nized that the individual’s first responsibility 
is unto God and they specified the right of free 
conscience. 


They also made provisions for honorable re- 
latienships and = faithful dealings with other 
nations, toward whom our national attitudes 
should be honest and just and peaceable, with- 
out any desire to dominate them but to set an 
example of national integrity and national self- 
respect among the nations. 


These great constituticnal principles embody 
a rare citizenship heritage which stands in sharp 
centrast to the policies now in practice in the 
majority of nations. We recognize that even 
in our own land these basic principles of our 
Constitution are under attack. Powerful forces 
are seeking to nullify the provisions of the Bill 
of Rights which reserve to the several States 
all these rights which are not specifically granted 
by the states to the federal government. The 
encroachment of the national government upon 
the rights which it has solemnly guaranteed to 
the individual States has caused much confusion 
and dismay. 


This tragic trend should lead Christians to 
pray for a revival of moral conscience in the 
land which would lead to repentance and to 
an acknowledgement of the sacredness of the 
covenant agreements as set forth in the Bill of 
Rights. 
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Another dangerous viewpoint is that of those 
who advocate the subordination of our nation 
to some internaticnal political organization or 
world government. Through clever propaganda 
there is a continuing effort to condition the 
minds cf our citizens to an abandonment of 
our constitutional heritage in favor of some inter- 
national power to which we would yield the 
right cf taxation and the exclusive right to 
possess military power, thus enabling it to de. 


_ vise its own laws and to enforce its will upon us. 


Those who seek this objective regard the United 
Nations as the “germ of world government” and 
are contriving by every possible device to hasten 
the process of incubation. Let us not overlook 
the fact that in any world government today 
the Christian viewpoint would be in the min- 
ority. The prevailing majority of the masses of 
the world censtitute a terrible tide of unen- 
lightened and anti-moral passions with deep an- 
tagonism toward the Christian gospel upon 
which our free society is founded. It 1s un- 
thinkable that those who appreciate the light 
of freedom, and who cherish the high spiritual 
mission cf the Church to a lost world, should 
agree to put these precious things in jeopardy 
by putting ourselves under the yoke of the pagan 
majorities cf the world. 


Various brands cf “internationalism” — are 
seeking our lovalty today. There is interna- 
ticnal Communism and international Sccialism 
and both cf these are desperately seeking to 
entrap us. Of course, we recognize that there 
are proper and necessary relationships between 
the nations. and our Founding Fathers accepted 
this responsibility. 


There is nothing in the Bible to support 
medern nolitical schemes for an international 
power which would demand our loyalties. Let 
us not he confused bv those who cite our Lord’s 
great missicnary ccmmission (Acts 1:8; Matthew 
28:19-20) in support of political ‘international: 
ism. It is an error to suggest that Jesus was 


advocating internaticnal political schemes of | 


any kind when He commanded us to preach 
the redeeming gospel to all nations, or when He 
taught us to practice neighborly compassion 
toward all men (Luke 10:30-37), or when He 
proncunced judgment upon apostate Israel for 
her rerection cf the Messiah and her failure to 
bring ferth the fruits God expected of the chosen 
people (Matt. 21:33-46; 22:1-14; Luke 19:41-44). 
or when He taught us to pray: “Thy Kingdom 
come.” 
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The modern claim that an international po- 
litical and military government will prevent 
future wars needs to be considered in the light 
of human depravity. The Bible teaches that 
the basic problem of the nations is rooted in 


man’s alienation from God. (See Ps.2:1-2; Ex. 
5:2; John 3:19; Rom. 21:28). We belong to a 
fallen race, and this is the terrible fact we must 
face as we seek the solution to the problems 
and conflicts and the “distress. of nations” in 
our time. 


The assertion that a world government with 
military power will prevent future wars is not 
valid according to the teachings of Jesus. He 
did not expect the world power of the Roman 
legions to prevent future wars, for He warned 


the disciples of coming wars (Matt. 24:6-7). 


Jesus did not devise any plan for an inter- 
national political and military power to pre- 
vent war. He recognized the awesome truth of 
the prophets that peace cannot be grafted into 
the stump of wickedness (see Isa.57:20-21). The 
Prince of Peace knew that the problem is basical- 
ly theological and spiritual, involving the pre- 
requisite necessity of redeemed individuals (see 
John 3:7). 3 


He told the Jews that “Whosoever committeth 
sin is the servant of sin,” but “If the Son shall 
make you free ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:34-36). The “healing of the nations” will 
be finally accomplished through Him “by 
whose stripes we are healed.” (See Rev. 22:2-3; 
Isa. 53:5). 


The prophetic visions of world-wide righteous- 
ness and peace were exclusively related to the 
Messianic hope and never based on any schemes 
of political internationalism (Isa. 9:6; 2:4; 
Micah 4:3). The prophets were patriots in 
that highest sense of being faithful to the 
covenant charter cf the chosen nation (Jer. 
11:9-11). Therefore, they thought of Israel as 
God’s peculiar people (Deut. 7:6; Isa. 43:1) 
with a high spiritual mission (Isa. 60:1-3; 62: 
1-3) which made it imperative that they should 


not be yoked with other nations (Ezek. 16:26-29; 


Hosea 12:1), and they remembered the solemn 
moral obligations in Israel’s covenant relation 
to God and fervently exhorted the nation to 
repentance and obedience (Jer. 26:12-13; Isa. 
1:4, 16-20). 


In the diplomatic problems of the nation, the 
nrophets labored and prayed that Israel might 
escape dominatien bv foreign powers (Isa. 37: 
5-6: 20-22), and they warned against seeking 
security through alliances with heathen nations 
(Jer. 2:36; Isa. 30:2-3; 39:3-6). This does not 
mean that the prophets had no concern for 
ether nations in their darkness and miseries 
(see Isa. 60:3; Lk. 4:25-27; Jer. 7:6; Jonah 
3: 1-2), | 
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ness. 


The prophets were men of peace and sought 
the paths of peace, but they were utterly real- 
istic and warned against false prophets who 
cried “peace, peace, when there is no peace” 
(Jer. 6:14; 14:13-14; Ezek. 13:10). 

It is pertinent to ask: Why did God divide 
mankind into separate nations? In Genesis 
11:6-8 we learn that mankind at Babel was 
united in apostasy, and when God saw there 
was nothing by which they would be “re- 
strained” in their vain imaginations, He con- 
fused their language, disrupted their unity, and 
scattered them abroad. The passage clearly in- 
dicates that the division of mankind resulting 
in separate nations was a judgment of God 
designed in mercy to “restrain” human society 
in its evil course. In Acts 17:26-27, Paul also 
proclaims the divine purpose in the separation 
of the nations and tells us that God hath “de- 
termined the bounds of their habita- 
tion” with this purpose: “that they might seek 
the Lord.” 

God’s purpose among the nations is further 
revealed in His founding of Israel as a separate 
and peculiar nation (see Gen. 12:1-3; Deut. 
14:2) to be the custodian of His oracles (Rom. 
3:1,2) and the channel through whom He 
would send the Saviour to redeem a multitude 
out of every nation (Rom. 9:5; 1:16; Rev. 7:9). 


When Jesus the Messiah came, He sought 
first the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt. 15:24; 10:6), but they despised and re- 
jected Him (John 1:11; Matt. 21:38-39; 27:22), 
and. for this the nation was judged and ap- 
pointed to be down-trodden among the na- 
tions until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled (Luke 21:24). The risen Christ gave to 
His followers the high spiritual mission to 
preach the gospel to all nations and forewarned 
them of fierce conflict in this task with the 
“prince cf this world,” but assured them of 
final victory when He shall sit upon the throne 
of His glory and judge the nations. 

Through long centuries the faithful follow- 
ers of Christ bore their witness and suffered 
persecution and martyrdom in the midst of 
nelitical tyranny and _ ecclesiastical harlotry. 
Then there came a day in the Providence of 
God when devout souls fled across the seas to 
the wilderness of the American continent, and 
there under the guidance of God they founded 
a new nation dedicated in the name of God 
to truth and righteousness and freedom, and 
this nation blessed of God became the home 
base of world wide missionary labor. 

As custodians of this sacred heritage under 
God, let us dedicate ourselves as Christian citi- 
zens to the following scriptural principles: 

1. That the highest patriotism is to devote 
ourselves to the cause of truth and righteous- 
(Prov. 14:34). 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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NEWS CHURCHES 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Washington — The edifice of the Chesi. of 
the Pilgrims, a church of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., is pictured in the February issue of America 
Illustrated, the Russian-language magazine which 
the U. S. Information Agency is Giatributing in 
the Soviet Union. 


The four-page illustrated article on churches 
of Washington shows views of numerous Protes- 
tant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox churches in 
the capital city. 


The article describes the various styles of archi- 
tecture represented and includes the Church of 
the Pilgrims as an example of the conventional 
Gothic style. Russian readers are shown that 
Washington is a city of imposing buildings, among 
which are its more than 400 churches. ‘‘Washing- 
ton’s churches are attended not only by the city’s 
permanent residents but by members of the large 
diplomatic community and travelers from many 
parts of the globe,” says the article. 


This is the third article on religion that America 
Illustrated has carried during the magazine’s four 
months of publication. The first three issues dis- 
tributed throughout the Soviet Union brought a 
rT sell-out of the 50,000 copies printed of 
each issue. 


Under a reciprocal siibinanie Russia is per- 
mitted to distribute a similar magazine in America. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — The Rev. Joseph L. Griggs, pastor of 
Gordon Street Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, has 
_ been elected moderator of Atlanta Presbytery. The 
presbytery also named 16 ministers and elders to 
represent the presbytery at the General Assembly, 
to be held in Birmingham in April. Ministers 
named as commissioners were the Rev. Max Milli- 
gan, Clairmont Church, Atlanta; the Rev. John 
Sadler, Kirkwood Church Atlanta; the Rev. George 
Smith, East Point Church; the Rev. E. P. Nichols, 
Covington Church; the Rev. E. G. Clary, Lloyd 
Church in LaGrange; Dr. Harry Fifield, First 


Church in Atlanta; the Rev. J. F. Aiken, Wood- 


lawn Church, Atlanta; and the Rev. Kennedy 
Smart, Ingleside Church, Scottdale. 


Elders elected included: Donald Leslie, First 
Church, Atlanta; W. A. Housworth, Smyrna 
Church, Conyers; C. J. Welch, Rehoboth Church, 
Tucker: L. L. Deck and L. C. Veal, Georgia Ave- 
nue Church in Atlanta; Alex Gaines and Paul 
Brown, Central Church, Atlanta; and Searcy Slack, 
Decatur Church. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—The Rev. Walter Langtry, pastor 
of the Church of the Covenant in New Orleans, 
was general chairman of the steering committee 
for the Greater New Orleans religious census, con- 
ducted the last of January. 


Workers from more than 150 Protestant 
churches, with members of the Roman Catholic 
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churches cooperating, took part in the first such 
census since 1948. 


Mr. Langtry said the purpose of the census is 
to gather information to form the basis of evan- 
gelistic endeavors. He remarked that the census is 
the only practical way churches can locate people 
who have moved into the New Orleans area since 
1948. There has been a population increase of 
128,495 in the three parishes of Greater New 
Orleans. 


New Protestant congregations were assigned 
sections of the city in their neighborhoods for tak- 
ing the census there. 


Prior to the census-taking, rallies were held to 
provide. various helpful information to the census 
takers. The three-parish area was divided into 
sections and each church participating was respon- 
sible for a given section. 7 


New Orleans—Election of two new elders and 
one deacon at Canal Street Presbyterian Church, 
took place January 20. The men named were L. O. 
Reuning and George Miestchovich as new elders, 
and Herbert Bradshaw as deacon. They were 
selected for three-year terms. 


New Orleans—James S. Mason of Carrollton 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, has 
been elected president of the Protestant Laymen 
of New Orleans. The election took place at the 
group’s annual luncheon in December. Another 
Presbyterian, Lawrence Stevens, also of Carrollton 
Church, was among those elected to the executive 
committee. 


Speaker at the annual luncheon meeting was 
the Rev. William McLean, M.B.E., a Presbyterian 
minister, and chaplain of the Montreal Sailors’ 
Institute, Montreal, Canada. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Concord Presbytery, meeting yes- 
terday in the Davidson College Pr 
Church, elected as Moderator Rev. L. T. Edger- 
ton, Minister of the Poplar Tent Presbyterian 
Church, Concord. The sermon was preached by 
Rev. Woodrow McKay, Salisbury, upon the invi- 
tation of the retiring Moderator, Dr. Frank 
McCutchan. 


The Presbytery elected as Commissioners to the 
General Assembly, to meet in the South Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Alabama, April 
25, the following Ministers and Ruling Elders. 
Ministers: A. B. McClure, Barium Springs, S. C. 
Farrior, Concord, A. L. Moran, Statesville, R. F. 
Park, Concord; W. H. Matheson, Marion. Elders: 
Dr. J. B. Woods, Davidson; Dr. N. P. Sholar, 
Mooresville; J. A. Poole, Kannapolis; W. E. Harris, 
Harrisburg; J. L. Gourley, Marion. 


Rev. N. R. McGeachy, Statesville, Chairman of 
the Commission on the Minister and His Work, 
reported that Rev. R. L. Turner, formerly pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, Kannapolis, 
had been dismissed to Orange Presbytery. He 
also announced that Rev. John S. Cook, formerly 
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minister of Harmony and Tabor Churches, left 
this field December 31, 1956. Mr. 

reached the age of retirement early in 1956 and 
had been reelected by his congregations for an 
additional term of service. 


Rev. Carl May was received from Orange Presby- 
tery in order that he might become the minister 
of the Thyatira Church, Salisbury. He will be 
installed as pastor by a Commission of Presbytery, 
February 3, 7:30 P. M. Members of the Com- 
mission: Rev. Carlyle McDonald, Mooresville; Rev. 
Milton Faust, Salisbury; Rev. H. Reid Newland, 
Salisbury; Rev. James R. Phipps, Statesville; Dr. 
Fn Jackson, Davidson; Mr. Samuel Sloop, Mt. 
Ulla. 


Rev. Charles S. Spencer was received from 
Charleston Presbytery in order that he might be- 
come the pastor of the Bridgewater, McDowell, 
Westview and Drusilla Churches. These are 
churches in a Larger Parish recently organized 
in Burke and McDowell counties. Mr. Spencer 
will be installed as pastor by a Commission of 
Presbytery February 17, 1:30 P. M. at the Bridge- 
water Church. Members of the Commission: Rev. 
C. W. McMurray, Marion; Rev. John D. Smith, 
Morganton; Rev. J. Hector Smith, Morganton; Rev. 
W. T. Boyle, Lenoir; Rev. T. B. Southall, States- 
ville; B. F. Pollard, Marion; A. H. Maxwell, Mor- 


ganton; W. F. Ramseur, Morganton. 


Rev. James R. Phipps was received from Wil- 
mington Presbytery in order that he might accept 
the call of the Concord Church, Statesville. Mr. 
Phipps will be installed as pastor by a Commis- 
sion of Presbytery February 10, 11 A. M. The 
Commission: Rev. A. B. McClure, Barium Springs; 
Dr. Sidney A. Gates, Salisbury; Rev. J. W. Foster, 
Statesville; Dr. F. L. Jackson, Davidson; Dr. J. C. 
Bailey, Davidson. 


Rev. John Viser, of Enoree Presbytery and the 
West Brazil Mission, delivered an address on 
the work of the church in Brazil. Mr. Viser’s special 
responsibility is piloting the mission plane which 
transports missionary personnel and supplies to 
the various stations in this vast area. The plane 
has been found to be most useful also in propa- 
ganda work. It often flies low over large gath- 
erings broadcasting hymns and announcements 
concerning church meetings. The plane also drops 
leaflets and tracts. 


Dr. F. L. Jackson, Treasurer, reported that the 
churches gave $263,728.32 to the denominational 
program of benevolences in 1956. These gifts 
support the work of World Missions, Church Ex- 
tension, Christian Education, Educational Institu- 
tions, homes for children and the aged and other 
causes of the Presbytery, Synod and General As- 
sembly. The budget of the Presbytery was 
$250,000. 


Rev. E. P. Moye, Mooresville, reporting for the 
Committee on Church Extension, stated that there 
were some 31 churches related to this program. 
These churches have more than 2,000 members and 
received some 200 new members each year. Total 
cost of maintaining this work is almost $150,000. 
The churches provide two-thirds of this support 
and the Presbytery gives the balance. Mr. Moye 
stated that two new churches were organized in 
1956, Westview at Morganton and Love Valley, 
Statesville. He said that the Presbytery is co- 
operating in a county wide evangelism program 
led by Dr. H. H. Thompson, Director of Evange- 
lism for the Synod of North Carolina. The Pres- 
byterian churches of Cabarrus county have al- 
ready made their plans for a county-wide effort. 


Mr. Fred Long of Lenoir, Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of the Presbytery, gave his report, underscoring 
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SUCCESS 


GREAT COMMISSION 
MATERIALS 


e More Bible content 
e Greater pupil interest 
e Fuller teachers’ helps 


A complete two week program for Be- 
ginner, Primary, Junior, and Intermedi- 
ate Departments. Teachers’ manuals, 
pupils’ workbooks, handwork packets 
and promotional materials for each de- 
partment insure your success in taking 
advantage of the o So. of the 


Vacation BibleSchool.Sample kits-$2.95. 
Write for brochure and order blanks to 


~ GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 


the importance of the service of 104 laymen and 
2 ministers who visited the churches in the interest 


of the program of benevolences during the past 


fall. 


Rev. Walter H. Styles, Lenoir, Chairman of 


the Camp Grier Committee, stated that some 2,000 
campers were enrolled at Camp Grier in the vari- 
ous conferences and retreats for children, young 


people and adults during 1956. He reported that. 


an attractive residence for the custodian had been 
completed during the year. eo 


Rev. Robert Turner, Regional Director of Re- 
ligious Education for the Synod of North Carolina 
and formerly Executive Secretary of Concord 
Presbytery addressed the Presbytery briefly on 
plans for the Men’s Convention in Miami, October 
10-13, 1957. 


The next meeting of Presbytery will be in the 
Concord Presbyterian Church, Statesville April 23, 
A. 
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Raleigh—A Communion Service held in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, on January 20, was 
part of the observance of the anniversary of Pres- 
byterian beginnings in Wake County. Founders’ 
Day Communion Service is observed annually by 
Raleigh Presbyterians. It commemorates the es- 
tablishment of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Raleigh, on January 21, 1816, from which Presby- 
terianism in the Raleigh area has come. | 


The Rev. James B. Ficklen, pastor of West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, delivered the Com- 
munion meditation, and Dr. W. C. Pressly, presi- 
dent of Peace College, presented a historical sketch 
of Dr. Alfred H. Moment, one of the early Presby- 
terian ministers of Raleigh. 


One part of the service included a procession of 
all elders of Raleigh Presbyterian Churches. These, 
along with ministerial leaders of the program num- 
bered some 132 leaders. 


Members from West Raleigh Presbyterian 
Church’s choir presented music for the occasion. 


Laurinburg—Laurinburg, the city chosen for 
North Carolina’s Presbyterian college last year, 
has been selected as an All-American City. One of 
the largest crowds in the city’s history turned out 
to take part in the city-wide celebrations. Included 
in the special guests list were Marian McKnight 
“Miss America’, Roy Johnson, Executive vice- 
president of General Electric Corporation, and 
U. S. Senator (and Presbyterian elder) Sam Ervin. 


Dr. S. H. Fulton, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Laurinburg, accepted the award on be- 
half of the city. The awards were presented by 
the National Municipal League and Look Maga- 
zine, co-sponsors of the All-American City contest. 


Beauty queens, state officials, marching units, 
and floats from other areas took part in the parade. 
The Highland Fling Dancers and Flora Macdonald 
had a part in the program. 


Some 12,000 people witnessed the parade and 


celebration marking Laurinburg’s honor. The city 


was the only one in the Southeast to receive the 
honor and it was the smallest of the eleven so 
honored. 


Mr. Johnson, principal speaker at the affair, 
said to his Laurinburg audience, “What you have 
done is impressive. You and your neighbors raised 
$87,500 for a hospital addition, $40,000 for a 
swimming pool, and $3,000,000 for the new Pres- 
byterian college, with no professional fund raising 
assistance and no bond issues or special taxes. The 
far more impressive part of the story is the way 
it was done ... to paraphrase Lincoln’s remarks 
about public sentiment is everything. With it 
nothing can fail; without it, nothing can succeed’’. 


The speaker called the Laurinburg spirit as the 


“typically American way of getting things done 
through individual initiative and with decentralized 
planning and decision making’’. He said this same 
spirit is the basis ‘‘of much of the growth of what 
we call the New South’, and praised Laurinburg 
for setting an example. 


TEXAS 


Houston—Dr. W. T. Thompson, Moderator of 
the General Assembly, was the major speaker at a 
Youth Week Program for Presbyterian Senior High 
School students, January 7 to January 30, at the 
Second Presbyterian Church here. Dr. Thompson’s 
subject was “Are You in God’s Plan?” Among 
other ministers and church workers who took part 
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“SARA PERKINS 
PRISONER TRIUMPHANT 


A NEW COLOR FILM 
TELLING OF THE 
UNSHAKABLE FAITH 
OF A MISSIONARY 
WHO WAS A PRISONER 
OF THE COMMUNISTS 


Miss Perkins was formerly Superin- 
tendent of Nurses Douw Hospital, 
Peking, China and for four years pris- 
oner of the Communists. This is a 
unique “personality film” that glows 


with fearlessness and faith. The film 


is not the usual dramatization. It is 
something new. Just Miss Perkins her- 
self — talking. But— you will never 
forget what she says! 


20 mins., color, rental $5.00 


Order from: 


Aupbio-VISUAL AID DEPARTMENT 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 


“THE NEGLECTED EDUCATIONAL 
HERITAGE OF 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS” 


The Smyth Lectures of Columbia Seminary 
By R. T. L. LISTON 
President of King College 
EDUCATORS SAY OF THE BOOK: 
“‘Characteristically vigorous and forthright, 


thought-provoking, discomforting at points.” 
—Agnes Scott’s President Wallace M. Alston. 


_ “May this volume rekindle some of the 
zeal for ‘first things’ in our intellectual heri- 
tage.”—President P. N. Rhodes, Southwestern 
at Memphis. 


$1, paper: $1.50, cloth 
The Development Office 
KING COLLEGE 


Bristol, Tennessee 
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in the program were the Rev. Walter Dickson, 
pastor at St. Philips Church, and Dr. James E 
Bullock, pastor of Second Church. | 


Music for the program was by the 45-member 
youth choir of the First Presbyterian Church and 
was under the direction of Charles Paber. 


Dallas—Over 200 Dallas Presbyterians attended 
the tenth annual laymen’s dinner of the Presby- 
terian Extension Committee of Dallas, held at 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church in January. 


This committee has spent approximately $370,000 
toward the organization of ten new Presbyterian 
churches in the Dallas area during the past ten 
years. Two of the most recent churches are the 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Grand Prairie 
and Covenant Church in Farmers Branch. 


Theme for the committee meeting was “The 
Dallas Story—yYesterday, Today and Tomorrow’’. 
Outgoing president, Austin B. Watson spoke on the 
past and the future of the organization’s work, 
with other speakers on the same topic being the 
Rev. W. A. Dealey of Churchill Way Church; and 
the Rev. R. Earl Price who has been engaged in 
organizing Webb’s Chapel Road Church and Walnut 
Hill Lane Church. 


New officers and directors installed at the meet- 
ing included G. R. Hollingsworth, president; Field 
Scovell, vice-president; A. D. Harder, secretary; 
James H. Rankin, treasurer; and B. T. Erwin, 
J. B. McHale and J. Harry Wood, Jr., directors. 


Kingsville—A gift of $2,000 through Texas 
Presbyterians’ “Together For Christ” Program, 
and a number of memorial gifts have been pre- 
sented to the Library fund of the Presbyterian 
Pan-American School. The $2,000 gift was given 
by an anonymous donor. 


HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 
(Continued from Page 6) 

Thursday, February 28, John 12:1-8. The 
crucifixion was just a week away (v.l1). The 
Pharisees were stopping at nothing to put an 
end to Jesus’ ministry (11:53,57; 12:10-11), and 
a traitor was in His midst (12:4). What a won- 
derful relief and welcome for Him must have 
been the home in Bethany where He was loved 
and honored with unstinting hospitality (12: 
1-3). The pound of ointment (v.3) was worth 
about sixty dollars (v.5). How illogical was 
Mary’s expression of pure devotion to her Lord! 
Notice how logical yet ill-purposed, was Judas’ 
objection (vv.4-6). Jesus yet looks for those who 
with open hearts will abandon themselves in 
service and love to Him in the midst of a 
society filled with a cold, respectable concern 
for religion but indifference to genuine 
spiritual enthusiasm. 


Friday, March 1, Nehemiah 2:17-18. Read 
chapters 1-2 and notice how Nehemiah looked 
to God to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. Contri- 
tion (1:6-8), earnestness (1:4-6), and faith 
(1:8-10) marked the prayer of Nehemiah when 
he heard the news of Jerusalem (1:1-4). As 
God had been faithful in scattering a rebellious 
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people (1:8), so Nehemiah claims the promise 
of restoration (1:9-11). Observe how he looked 
to God (2:4) and acknowledged His hand 
(2:8b) when the opportunity was given him 
to open his heart to the king (2:1-8). Notice 
his continued dependence on God as he ex- 
horted the people to rebuild the walls (2:17-18), 
as opposition arose (2:19-20) and_ increased 
(4:1-9) until the walls were completed 6:15- 
16). Today Christians can still look to the 
Lord as they seek to do His work and find Him 
just as faithful to them as He was to Nehemiah. 


Saturday, March 2, Mark 10:32-34. © Follow- 
ing the disciples’ recognition of who He was 
(8:29) , Jesus began to teach them why He had 


come (8:31). Jesus repeated the announcement 


of His crucifixion as they journeyed to Jeru- 
salem and each time the disciples reacted with 
protests (8:32), bewilderment (9:30-32) and 
fear (10:32). Notice how deliberately Jesus 
was teaching them (10:33-34); yet they never 
really heard Him mention the resurrection un- 
til after it has occurred (cf. 10:34b, Luke 24: 
6-11). What state of mind might have provoked 
the request of 10:35-37? the argument of 
9:33-34? Many of the circumstances through 
which the Lord leads us may seem bewildering 
and confusing. If we will but listen to Him, 
and believe that He knows what He is doing, 
all matters will work out for the good. 


HELPS FOR CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY IN MARCH 
(Continued from Page 11) 
2. That this nation in subjection to God 


must not be “unequally yoked” with anti-God 
or anti-moral or anti-Gospel nations (2 Cor. 
6:14). 

3. That this nation, founded upon faith in 
God, should not be ashamed to acknowledge 
God in our national and international rela- 
tionships (Ps. 119:46; 33:12; Prov. 3:16). 


4. That in this critical hour we should seek 
patience, and pray for all people and all that 
are in authority (1 Tim. 2:1-2). 


5. That the nation in all its acts and treaties 
and agreements with other nations should be 
the protector of the Church and the guardian 
of the path of the missionaries (Matt. 24:15: 


‘2 Thessa. 1:6; Zech. 2:8). (See Confession of 


Faith, Chap. 23, Sec. 3). 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Comp in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From | 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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HELPLESS IMMIGRANTS IN ISRAEL 


Here is a moving letter of gratitude from a Hebrew 
Christian in Israel: 


“I want to describe our suffering family and express 
our deep gratefulness,” says this courageous Jewess. 
“My husband has suffered a stroke and became para- 
- lyzed. He is a living corpse. We have two wonderful 
little children, but we are now helpless immigrants in 

the land of Israel. In this time of great sorrow your gift 
arrived and brought tears to the eyes of my paralyzed 

_ husband. My dear children were so happy with the 
Rev. Jacob Peltz wonderful food you sent us, and now we know that the 
Lord has not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unem- 
ployed, the maltreated, the bewildered and the hungry whom we must 


shepherd and sustain. Please send your gift to help our ministry amongst 


the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, the aged 
Hebrew Christians, and the babes in Christ. Please send your gift now. 


Address communications to: 


U.S.A. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, IIl. 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Can. 


Letters About Circle Bible Study 


Dear Editor: 

May I voice my sincere appreciation for the 
added page to your Journal this year. I refer to 
the Women’s Work and Helps for Circle Bible 
Study, especially. Being an assistant circle Bible 
leader, I find your stand on the truth of the Word 
most gratifying and helpful. Do continue to keep 
this page and the other fine ones and your Journal 


forthcoming. Thank you. 
Dallas, Texas 


Gentlemen: 

Kindly let me have a dozen copies of the Journal 
with the article on the Citizenship study for the 
Women of the Church. I wish to put a copy in 
the hands of each of our Bible teachers in the 
circles. 
; Warwick, Va. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


Thank you so much for note advising about the 
delivery of the Journal. We women who receive 


FEBRUARY 13, 1957 


the Journal and are Bible leaders in the circles 
are so thankful for Bible study you are giving 
us now and especially February’s lesson. It is 
splendid. Thank you. 

Raleigh, N. C. 


My dear Dr. Dendy: 


I want to thank you for giving us the most 
comprehensive set of objectives most of us have 
ever seen. We are simply thrilled and I for one, 
have spent the month looking up scripture, under- 
lining first in pencil, then ink and finally, I’ve 
gotten down to red crayon, the points I want to 
bring out. Wish each of my members had a copy 
and then we could read, look up the references 
and really have a wonderful time. I only have 
thirty minutes, so will have to high light it. 

You know, it is such a joy to find people who 
really love the Lord and know His Word. Some- 
times we get so thirsty in a land that seems to 
have gone dry. Thank you and yours for your 
cooperation. 

Columbia, S. C. 
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Dear Dr. Dendy: 


My Journal came yesterday. I am writing you 
to tell you how pleased I was to find the Women’s 
page, “‘Helps on Circle Bible Study for February.” 
Now the next question is how to let the women 
know these helps are available. I will announce 
it at my Presbyterial Board meeting next Wednes- 
day, January 23rd. I wanted to let you know how 
delighted I was to see the Helps in the Journal. 


Columbia, S. C. 


Well, This Is Encouraging! 


The Children’s Page editor is pleased to have some very 
gratifying reactions to the Journal’s new feature. 


Extracts from letters: 


Please accept my most hearty thanks for the 
“Children’s Page,’’ the new feature in the Presby- 
terian Journal.—Lexington, Va. 


The new Journal is wonderful; certainly like the 
format, and the “Children’s Page’’ with Little Jetts 
illustrate the story is just Grand!—Jacksonville, 

la. 


I like the “Children’s Page’’ very much, and I 
think it greatly increases the attractiveness of the 
Journal for the whole family.—Denver, Colo. 


I think the Journal is very much more interesting; 
it is so much easier to read now, and I greatly 
enjoy that new page for the Children.—Crossnore, 


Je 


Dr. McGregor Resigns 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, President of the Mon- 
treat Association, announced his resignation before 
a called meeting of the Trustees recently. This is 
to be effective as of June 1, 1957, although in case 
a successor has not been found, Dr. McGregor in- 
dicated that he would continue to give any assist- 
ance that might be necessary during the 1957 
summer conference season. This year marks the 
end of the tenth year of outstandingly successful 
leadership in the work of the Association. The 
addition of the August Bible Conference and the 
completion of many needed buildings, as well as 
the accreditation of Montreat College will be a few 
of the outstanding achievements by which he will 
be long remembered. Committees have been ap- 
pointed to prepare appropriate expressions of ap- 
preciaton. The Board of Directors have been asked 
to concur in approving and implementing the ac- 
tions taken. : 


Presbytery Votes on 
Amendments 


The Vote on the Amendment to the Con- 
fession of Faith on Marriage and Divorce is 
already decidedly AGAINST this Amendment. 
A three-fourths majority is required to change 
the Confession of Faith. 


The Vote on Women Elders now stands at 
32 FOR Women Elders and 41 AGAINST 
Women Elders with 12 Presbyteries yet to 


report. 
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\\Create a Living Memorial! 


There is a growing Christian practice of 
creating a living memorial that actively 
works, down through the years, spreading 
the Gospel to those who otherwise would 
not receive it. 


A lasting Fund may be created with the 
Board of World Missions through the do- 
nation of a sum of money either in your 
own name or in that of a loved one whom 
you wish to be remembered. 


The amount you give may be large or small 
—the sentiment is the same. Permanent 


funds may be started with a small amount | 


and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. The annual income 
which the Board receives on your gift will 
help pay the expenses of missionaries in 
foreign fields. 3 


We will be happy to help you establish a 
permanent fund on our books to your com- 
plete satisfaction. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOARD OF WORLD Missions 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Misstous a Share” 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A 


Way 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 


lead thousands of unchurched people in our South- | 


land into the Way; thereby making your money im- 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
| There’s the Way in your will. 


FREE BOOKLET = 
“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


$41-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. C-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


Does Alcohol Advertising Influence 
the Nation’s Youth? 


No, said the brewers’ representatives. Yet in 
June 1955 the industry’s own trade publication 
proclaimed: “Soon now, the large group of ‘war 
and post war babies’ will begin reaching legal 
drinking age and the brewers will have that bigger 
market for their products. And, it should be the 
best group of beer drinkers to come along in a 
long while, because more of these people have 
seen beer served in their home and come to accept 
it as a perfect social beverage than ever before 
in history. Nothing we do can speed up their entry 
into the market, but it’s bound to come, just as 
sure as night follows day.” The false association 
by advertising of beer and liquor with successful 
and gracious living creates appetites among young 
people who, because they are minors, cannot legally 
purchase the product. Youngsters who eagerly 
seek maturity and social success are inspired to 
break the law. Liquor and beer purchases by 
minors is a growing problem in every state.— 
Temperance Action. 


WANTED: Housemother for high school girls 
in church school west of the Mississippi. Main 
qualification, vision and a willing heart. Ages 
35-67. Employment 10 months of the year. 
Give three references, including minister. 


Write SUPT 


c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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COURSE OF EMPIRE. 
$3.00. 

Course of Empire is a historical novel of death 
and power and deals with one of the most dramatic 
episodes in the history of our nation. In this 
volume we see the unfailing work of God in our 
history. It is a well-told historically authentic 
story which must cause the unbeliever to ask him- 
self as to whether he is being faithful to the | 
sacred trust which has been committed to him. | 
Though written in mature style, this book will | 


appeal to the heart of American youth. —J.R.R. | 


WITH CHRIST IN THE UPPER ROOM. 
Alexander Maclaren. Baker Book House. $2.95. 


Alexander Maclaren is still one of the favorites 
among Christians who appreciate the finest ex- | 
pository literature. This volume contains thirty- 

four messages based on John 14-16. In these mes- | 
sages Dr. Maclaren takes the reader to the Upper ' 
Room so that he may share Christ’s teachings to : 
His Apostles. The messages are especially adapt- ad 
able for Passion Week. This book was formerly . 
published under the title, The Holy of rs | 4 


“PROTESTA 

LENT is one of the most interest- 
ing and unique books I have ever ‘g 
read. It offers some of the most } 
intriguing and stimulating thoughts | 
for the Lenten season that have ; 
ever come to my attention.” — 


BILLY GRAHAM 
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Wm. B. EERDMANS 


PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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